LESSON PLAN 
TITLE: Old Yeller Response Journal, Old Yeller Unit

AUTHOR: Amy Haire

GRADE LEVEL/SUBJECT: 6th & 7th grade Language Arts

CURRICULUM STANDARD: ELA-1-M3 reading, comprehending and responding to written, spoken and visual texts in extended passages; (1,3,4)

OVERVIEW: A great way to ensure that reading Old Yeller becomes a personal experience for each student is to include Reading Response Journals in unit plans.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this activity is for students to record their thoughts, ideas, feelings, and questions as they read the novel. 
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to: Read and respond to extended passages in a journal.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: Two computers loaded with MS Word.  Prepared Journal Template. Student diskettes, printer optional. 
  

Suggested Journal Prompts:

· Farm life is different from living in the city, whether over a hundred years ago, or now.  What is special about living on a farm?
· Was it fair for the father to leave Travis with so much responsibility?  Was he expecting too much from a fourteen-year-old?
· Travis feels that because he is fourteen years old, it is not appropriate to cry when Burn Sanderson leaves Yeller with his family.  He goes off alone to cry.  Is appropriate for a boy to cry when he feels like it?
Other Journal Activities: 

1. After reading each chapter, students write one or more things that they learned in the chapter.  

2. Give students quotes from the novel and ask them to write their own responses.   Then go over the quotations in class and have students list the different ways that students can respond to the dame quote in groups. 

3. Have students record “diary type” responses from the perspective of Travis or Arliss.

ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES: After reading a passage orally and discussing it, assign journal responses as a daily activity.  Students will rotate to computer stations to “write” their responses on the prepared journal template.    Students will save each day’s journal response in their own “Journal Disk”. 


TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: Selected responses will be printed and shared to stimulate class discussion, or to go along with an activity.  Ideally these selected responses could be displayed on a large screen or monitor.  Not only can these responses be an evaluation of selected readings, but they can also be used as an anticipatory set for a new reading.  

EVALUATION: Teacher will read and respond to journal entries.  Credit is given for effort.  There is no criterion for length of responses.  Students must write enough to discuss the topic fully.  If a grade is desired, grade according to the total number of journal entries.  Assign “x” number of points for each entry.  For example, if five journal assignments were made and the student conscientiously completes all five, then he or she receives an “A”.

Teacher responses should be made as you read journals to let students know that you are reading and enjoying their journals.  Here are some responses that will encourage your writers to write more.

· “You have really found what’s important in the story.”

· “You write so clearly, I feel almost as if I am there.”

· “If you feel comfortable, I’d like for you to share this with the class.  I think they will enjoy it as much as I have.”

MODIFICATIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES: Auditory learners will benefit from discussion portion of the activity.  They will enjoy sharing their journal entries orally.  Visual learners will appreciate the format of the journal template.  Extended time will be given for students to reread selected passages before responding.  Peer tutors will read these passages with students as needed.  
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